
Class of 2018!

Transforming Education

Co-salutatorian Jake Goldberg, an Electronics 
and Engineering Technology graduate from Mil-
ford, reminded his fellow classmates to embrace 
assistance and friendship from others on the 
road to success. 

“I guess you could put it like this: on your own, 
you need to be able to survive, and from there, 
figure out how you can thrive,” Goldberg said. 
 

 
In his co-salutatorian address, Troy Lafond,  
an Engineering Technology graduate from 
Bellingham, told classmates to embrace being 
uncomfortable and continue to make changes 
throughout their lives. 

“My fellow graduates, don’t be afraid to take  
the leap to something new,” said Lafond.   
“Remember the unfamiliar will become famil-
iar and comfortable in time, and when it does, 
you’ll know it’s time to make the next leap.”
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Life is Not Linear

Student Council President Shannon Bethel,  
a Health Services graduate from Milford,  
credited the school with teaching her to be  
herself and showing her how to step out of  
her comfort zone. 

“To my class, the Blackstone Valley Tech 
Class of 2018, it is time. Time to take all of 
our knowledge, experience, and passion to 
even greater heights. Time to step out of our 
comfort zones all over again and aspire to  
be the people we wish to be,” said Bethel.  
“I know we all have it in ourselves to achieve 
our goals because we were taught to do just  
that at BV T.”

Following the commencement ceremony,  
the sidewalks outside the Hanover Theatre 
were packed as hundreds of proud parents, 
guardians, family members, and friends  
greeted the BV T Class of 2018 with hugs, 
cheers, and congratulations. 
 
Check out the photo gallery at: 
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/classof2018

Superintendent-Director Dr. Michael F. 
Fitzpatrick reminded students to continuously 
seek new knowledge and refuse to remain 
stagnant. He advised students to be focused  
on their goals, but to remain flexible as the 
world constantly changes. 

“Be productive, show the world your talents, 
and define success on your own terms,”  
Fitzpatrick said. “Always remember that life  
is not linear, but the twists and turns are  
what makes it exciting, fun, and worthwhile.”

Student speakers included Class of 2018 
President Ethan Borjeson-Troupe, a Manu- 
facturing and Engineering Technology grad-
uate from Uxbridge, who told students to  
remember the foundation their BV T educa-
tion created for their successful futures. 

“BV T is, and has been, about going above 
and beyond. It has been about choosing an 
academic and vocational pathway that will 
allow us more opportunity in the present  
and future. We have dedicated our time  
and energy into honing our craft and in- 
creasing our skill sets to make us highly 
competitive and readily employable,” said 
Borjeson-Troupe. 

““Always remember that life  
is not linear, but the twists and 

turns are what makes it exciting, 
fun, and worthwhile.”

Graduates beamed with pride as cheers echoed throughout the Hanover 
Theatre at BVT’s Class of 2018 commencement ceremony on May 30th. The 
Hanover Theatre for the Performing Arts in Worcester was packed as family, 
friends, and educators gathered to take part in the commencement ceremony 
honoring 296 students. The night marked the conclusion of their dual high 
school education as they received their vocational certificates and diplomas.

http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/classof2018


Cheer on Our Beavers and Celebrate Community  
at the Homecoming Festival!

We welcome you and your family to our  
Homecoming Festival September 27th – 29th. 
This special event is a yearly highlight for our  
students, staff, alumni, and friends of BVT.  
Many of our clubs work with our Athletics  
Department and parent volunteers to make 
Homecoming enjoyable and memorable.  
Check out all the fun events! 

Thursday, September 27th
BVT Family Barbecue: (5:30 p.m.)  
A delicious dinner with the BV T family awaits! 
Come enjoy a hamburger, hot dog, chips,  
cookie, and soda for only $5 per person.*

Spirit Bonfire: (7:00 – 8:15 p.m.)  
We’ll get you “fired up” for the big day with 
games, music, and fun.* 

Saturday, September 29th
Pancake Breakfast: (8:00 – 10:00 a.m.)  
What better way to start the day! We’ll serve  
a hearty breakfast before our games kick off.* 

This year our Beavers go up against Assabet  
in the following sporting events:  
 Girls Varsity Soccer (9:00 a.m.)
 JV Girls Volleyball (9:30 a.m.)
 Girls Varsity Volleyball (10:30 a.m.)
 Boys Varsity Soccer (11:00 a.m.)
 Varsity Field Hockey (11:30 a.m.)
 JV Field Hockey (1:00 p.m.)
 Varsity Football (2:00 p.m.) 

Concession Stand: (11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.)  
Our Culinary Arts program brings gourmet  
flair to our concession stand to fuel your  
BVT spirit! Snack on offerings like meatball- 
provolone sliders and grilled honey-lime  
chicken sandwiches. Classics like buffalo  
wings and nachos will be available too!

SkillsUSA  
Nationals

Our Engineering  
Program Earns 
National  
Recognition
Our educational philosophy centers on embrac- 
ing new learning models and creating project- 
based curriculum that engages students. In  
2014, we found a perfect partnership with  
Project Lead the Way (PLTW), a nonprofit  
organization that provides transformative lear- 
ing experiences for students and teachers by 
empowering them to develop in-demand, trans-
portable knowledge and skills through computer 
science, engineering, and biomedical science 
pathways. The partnership has created new 
learning opportunities for students and recently 
brought an accolade and a chance to expand 
programs to BV T.

The organization recognized BV T as a 2017–2018 
Project Lead the Way Distinguished School for  
its commitment to increasing student access,  
engagement, and achievement in PLTW pro-
grams. We’re one of only 133 high schools  
across the United States to receive the honor.

“This year, we had our first group of graduates. 
This accolade is a testament to their hard work 
and dedication over their four years here,” said 
Engineering Technology instructor Matthew  
Connors. “I attribute the success of the program 
to those graduates who have paved the way  
for future generations of students.”

In the final stage of the SkillsUSA competition  
series, our students proved their talent, dedica-
tion, and education is among the best in the na-
tion as they earned three gold, one silver, and one 
bronze medals, as well as several top-20 place-
ments at the SkillsUSA National Leadership and 
Skills Conference. Our top competitors include:

GOLD 
 Christopher Calvao of Milford and  
 Nicholas Reed of Sutton (Urban Search &  
 Rescue – Team Event)
 Donovan Tames of Northbridge  
 (Telecommunications Cabling) 

SILVER 
 Sarah Arnold of Northbridge (Commercial Baking)

BRONZE
 Brandon Kee of Milford (Principles of Technology)

4TH PLACE 
 Zachary Taylor of Upton  
 (Major Appliance Technology) 
 Jack Mandella of Sutton (Welding)

Technical skills earn national medals and top 20 finishes 

6TH PLACE
 John Doiron of Douglas (Dental Assisting)
 David Stewart of Mendon  
 (Diesel Equipment Technology)

7TH PLACE
 Vella Ross of Northbridge (Medical Terminology)

9TH PLACE 
 Noah Boudreau of Douglas, Kevin Healy of  
 Mendon, and Andrew Regan of Northbridge   
 (Engineering Technology – Team Event)

10TH PLACE 
 Timothy Snow of Mendon (Technical Drafting)

14TH PLACE 
 Gibran Kafal of Northbridge (Culinary Arts) 
 Cameron Pelletier of Milford and  
 Justin Thayer of Uxbridge  
 (Mobile Robotics Technology – Team Event) 

18TH PLACE
 Ethan Blake of Millville (CNC Milling Specialist) 

NATIONAL OFFICER ELECT
 Adam Cavanaugh of Milford

NATIONAL VOTING DELEGATES
 David Brown of Douglas, Abby Kelly of  
 Hopedale, and Kelley Muanya of Milford

STATE OFFICER 
 Anika Koopman of Northbridge
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If you’ve ever flipped through a Kohl’s cata- 
logue then you’ve seen James O’Leary’s photo- 
graphy. A 1990 graduate of our Graphic Arts 
program, James began working as a Photo  
Assistant at Kohl’s corporate headquarters  
after graduating from the Ohio Institute of  
Photography and Technology. Now a Senior  
Art Director at Kohl’s, James works closely  
with Vera Wang and her team to develop the 
visual look and feel of the Simply Vera Vera 
Wang brand.  

“The Graphic Arts program taught me the  
core design elements that helped to develop  
my creative eye,” James said. “When I entered 
the world of marketing, those same funda- 
mental design skills became an essential part  
of my creative process.” 

James encourages current BVT students to 
remember the lessons ingrained in our school 
culture and continue to seek new opportunities. 

“Don’t be discouraged if you don’t immediately 
succeed in your desired field. Expect to put your 
time in paying your dues, assisting people,  
and continuing the learning process,” James 
said. “Be open to being mentored by people  
you respect in the industry. Every day is an 
opportunity to learn and grow.”

Become Our Next Alumni Spotlight 
Are you (or one of your classmates) doing 
something unique with your vocational career? 
Share your story with us (communications@ 
valleytech.k12.ma.us) and perhaps we’ll high-
light you in one of our “alumni spotlights.”

Alumni Spotlight 

Remembering Old Friends, Classmates, and Teachers... 
 

In Memoriam of Lost Friends:  
Michael Cammuso, Jr. – 33, Class of 2002  
(Auto Body), died April 10, 2018.

Shawn P. Contois – 33, Class of 2003  
(Building & Property Maintenance), died  
March 10, 2018 from an automobile crash.

Douglas E. Guertin – 53, Class of 1982 
(Graphic Communications) died March 26, 2018  
after a sudden illness.

Michael Boyd, Jr. – 40, Class of 1996 (Carpentry),  
died July 6, 2018 after a kayaking accident.

Your Expertise Can Help Keep Our Programs Thriving    
Looking to get more involved with your alma mater? Look no further than our General Advisory Committee. 
We depend on our General Advisory Committee to help us create an environment at BVT that mirrors the  
diverse, global workforce and encourages students to strive for success. Meeting regularly with business lead-
ers, industry professionals, and alumni to review program curriculum, make equipment recommendations, 
and provide insight on industry trends ensures our students are prepared for the workforce. Who knows, 
perhaps you’ll connect with someone who can help strengthen your network and career! 
 
Join our General Advisory Committee today by filling out the Membership Form on our website at:  
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/advisorycommittee

Adam G. Larson – 35, Class of 2001 (MRS/ 
Horticulture), died April 4, 2018 from  
an automobile crash.
 

Recent Retirees: 
Cynthia Collard – Cosmetology Instructor, 13 years.

* Tickets must be ordered in advance. See our  
    online registration form for more information  
    at: www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/homecoming.
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Homecoming 2018

Join the Conversation!
In addition to our robust and ever-changing website 
content, our social media presence will give us an  
opportunity to connect and engage with you.  
 
So join the conversation by liking us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/BVTHighSchool and following  
us on Twitter: @BVTHighSchool. We’ll catch you up 
on the latest school events, highlight the cool projects 
our students are working on, and spotlight our  
alumni career paths and successes. See you online!

Modern manufacturing is filled with gleaming machin-
ery, data analysis, and intelligent software to create 
precise, crucial products. Training on the newest equip-
ment with contemporary programming is essential to 
creating the next generation of advanced manufacturing 
workers. Our Manufacturing & Engineering Technology 
program is upgrading and enhancing the equipment, 
shop space, and concepts used to ensure the newest 
manufacturing workers are prepared to be a part of  
the ever-evolving, high-tech field.

On June 21st, Governor Charlie Baker and Lieutenant 
Governor Karyn Polito presented Blackstone Valley 
Tech with a $234,149 Massachusetts Workforce Skills 
Capital Grant, which will be used to purchase the 
newest equipment, strengthen safety precautions,  
and update curriculum in the Manufacturing &  
Engineering Technology program.

BVT Awarded Third Skills Capital Grant

http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/advisorycommittee
http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/homecoming
http://www.facebook.com/BVTHighSchool
http://www.twitter.com/bvthighschool
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Stay Connected... Keep in touch with our Alumni Relations office to make sure you get the BVT Connect for years 
to come. If you’re planning a big move, be sure to send us your new mailing address. Better yet, 
sign up to receive the BVT Connect via e-mail (www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumniregistry), and 
you’ll keep getting the alumni newsletter no matter where you go! We’re also happy to help you 
plan class reunions by accessing the alumni database. All you have to do is contact: 

Barbara Khorasani — Alumni Relations
508-529-7758  x3038
bkhorasa@valleytech.k12.ma.us

Equal Opportunity
BVT welcomes and is open to  
all students, offering equal  
opportunities in all approved 
programs and courses of study 
without regard to race, color,  
sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, religion, national origin, 
homelessness, or disability.

During the Third Annual Project Playhouse unveil-
ing on April 25th, our Construction Technology 
students brought sunshine to a rainy day when  
they presented the VanderZicht family of Uxbridge 
with a custom-made, train station-inspired play-
house. Project Playhouse is a collaborative project  
between Bryant University, Rosemary’s Wish Kids, 
and local high school students who design and 
build playhouses for local families.
 
“I never had a playhouse when I was little, and I 
always wanted one,” said Aleecia Pease, a Class  
of 2018 Construction Technology graduate from 
Grafton. “I’m glad these kids will have somewhere 
to play and use their imaginations.” 

After the unveiling, Brian and Renee VanderZicht 
watched as three of their children, Sydney, 9,  
Charlotte, 5, and Georgia, 4, began making memo-
ries and discovered the fun a playhouse can hold.  

“The kids have been asking for a clubhouse or  
a treehouse,” said Brian VanderZicht. “The students 
did an awesome job; I love that it’s completely 
finished and so beautiful.”
 
Local businesses, including Koopman’s Lumber in 
Whitinsville and Plywood Plus in Worcester, do-
nated materials to the project. After several weeks 
of planning and revising, the students set to work 
building the playhouse playfully named Seaside  

Construction Technology Participates in Project Playhouse

The Value of Play  

Station. They even included wooden train tracks 
to tie the theme into the design.
 
“The best part of the project was watching the 
kids have fun in the playhouse and knowing that 
you helped do that,” said Nicholas Pires, a Class 
of 2018 Construction Technology graduate from 
Milford. “We don’t always get to see the reaction 
to our work, so to see kids enjoying it made the 
hard work worth it.”

http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us
http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumniregistry

